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This craving for operations in pubescent girls is well known; we
know also that surgical intervention at this time later creates the
wish for its repetition. To satisfy this need repeated operations are
necessary and, typically enough, the appendix usually seems most
suitable for the role of agent provocateur. Such operations gratify rape,
pregnancy, and childbirth fantasies, and they are effective because
they are real experiences in which anxiety can be discharged. Some-
times the operation achieves what is expected of it; often, however,
it results only in increased psychologic tension that gives rise to the
desire for repetition. If Nancy had not developed the fits that
enabled her to discharge her emotions, she would probably have
become a typical candidate for further operations.

The interpretation of the operation as a symbolic childbirth seems
confirmed by Nancy's dreams ("to perform an operation, to bring
a baby into the world"). In the "baby broken to pieces" the same
destructive idea reappeared as in Nancy's fears after the operation.
She was still full of these ideas during her stay in the hospital and the
probable purpose of her assertion that she had swallowed a penny
was to provoke the taking of an X-ray of her abdomen. She felt
that destruction threatened her own body as well as her sister's
child, as she later confirmed directly. She confessed to the woman
doctor that she hates her niece and has had completely conscious
murderous impulses toward her. She herself was surprised by them
because she loved the little girl "more than anyone on earth." She
also accused herself of cruelty toward little animals and toward her
younger sister, and of impulses of hatred toward babies, whom at the
same time she loved, etc. Many things she said and did showed
how much she was tormented by harrowing feelings of guilt. Her
confessions often had the character of self-accusations that were in
sharp contrast to her oft-repeated accusations against other people.

The seeming peculiarities in Nancy's behaviour can easily be
explained. The contradictions must be ascribed to the fact that her
emotional reactions, detached from the awareness of time, took place
simultaneously in different strata of her psychologic life. At first she
wanted to share in events as a third partner, then she wanted to
love and take care of a child like a sexually mature woman. This
disappointed girl was exceedingly jealous of her sister's newborn
baby. She killed it in her fantasy with the same cruelty she had
harboured, when she was 5 years old, against her brother. In her
unconscious she cut to pieces the body of her mother (or sister),
while on the -other hand she experienced the gratification of child-
birth, the horror of being cut to pieces herself, and the threat of